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carts and elephants that carried between thirty and forty
lakhs in gold coins, the surplus income of his province.
Sambhaji received him in a specially prepared camp on
the banks of the Birwadi river, and graciously accepted an
invitation to a banquet. In return the king held a reception
in Raghunathpant's honour, and invited to it the viceroy's
brother, Janardanpant, the unlucky commander of the
force that had invested Panhala, Among the other guests
were Nilo Pingle, the Peshwa's son, Hambirrao Mohite the
cavalry commander-m-chief, Netoji Palkar and Umaji Pant.
After the king had thanked Raghunathpant for his care
of the distant province, the latter rose to reply. But
instead of the usual ceremonial words, Hanmante recited
a formidable list of grievances against the new administration.
"Why," asked the daring viceroy, "was the kingdom
shrinking daily? Why was the Sidi still unsubdued?
Why were the peasants discontented? Why were Brahmans
beheaded and not imprisoned? Why were not Sambhaji's
enemies won over rather than"executed? Why was the
administration not in the king's hands instead of those of
KalashaP" Sambhaji bore the viceroy's rebuke with outward
calmness, and merely protested that the labour and cost of
the administration had grown since his father's death. But
he deeply resented what he deemed Hanmante's breach of
etiquette, and Kalasha did not fail to fan his resentment.
Hanmante saw that it was no longer safe for him to remain
at court. In a private interview he warned the king
against the coming Moghul invasion, and begged him to
meet it by an offensive and defensive alliance with Bijapur
and Golcondai But his advice was treated with contempt;
and a few days later he asked for and obtained leave to
return to Jinji, On the way he fell ill and died. Never-
theless, the courage and sincerity of the viceroy were not
lost on the king; and the Maratha nobles added to tho
strictures of Hanmante their own respectful counsel, To
their advice were no doubt due the vigour and activity
o Sambhaji's early years,